

ASS 

A'ssonance. n.f. \_a [finance, Fr.] Reference of one found to 
another refcmbling it. Dttl. 

A'ssonant. adj. [ afnant , French.] Sounding in a manner 
refembling another found. Die 7 . 

To Asso'rt. v. a. [ afortir , Fr.] To range in claffes, as one 
thing fuits with another. 

To Asso't. v. a. [from fit', ajfiier , Fr.] To infatuate ; to bc- 
fot : a word out of ufe. 

But whence they fprung, or how they were begot, 

Uneath is to affure, uneath to wcene 

That monftrous errour which doth fomc ajfiot. Fairy Queen. 

To ASSUA'GE. v. a. [The derivation of this word is uncer- 
tain ; Minfew deduces it from adfuadere , or afuaviare ; Ju- 
nius, from j-pae]-, fweet ; from whence Skinner imagines ayyx- 
j-an might have been formed.] 

1. To mitigate; to foften ; to allay. 

Refrefhing winds the fummer’s heats afuage. 

And kindly warmth difarms the winter’s rage. Addijln. 

2. To appeafe ; to pacify. 

Yet is his hate, his rancour ne’er thelefs. 

Since nought ajfuageih malice when ’tis told. Fairfax , b. iv. 
This was necellary for the fecuring the people from their 
fears ; which were capable of being afuaged by no other means. 

Clarendon , l. viii. 

Shall I, t’ ajfuage 

Their brutal rage, t . 

The regal item deftroy ? Dryden s Albion. 

3. Toeafc; as, the medccine afuages pain. 

To Assua'ce. v. n. To abate. 

God made a wind to pals over the earth, and the waters af- 
fuaged. . . Gen. viii. t . 

Assua'ce MENT. n.f. [from ajfuage.] What mitigates or fof- 
tens. 

Tell me, when Audi thefe weary woes have end. 

Or {lull their ruthlefs torment never ceafe ? 

But all my days in pining languor fpend. 

Without hope of ajfuagement or releafe. Spenfer s Sonnets. 
Assua'ger. n.f. [from afuage.] One who pacifies or ap- 
peafes. _ ... 

Assua'sive. adj. [from afuage.] Softening; mitigating. 

If in the breaft tumultuous joys arife. 

Mufick her loft affuafive voice applies. P ope s St. Casciha. 
To Assu'bjugate. v.a. [fubjugo, Lat.] To fubmit to. 

This valiant lord 

Mull: not fo ftate his palm, nobly acquir’d ; 

Nor by my will ajfubjugate his merit, _ 

By going to Achilles. Sbakefp. Troilus and Crefiaa. 

Assuefa'ction. n.f. [ afuefacio , Lat.] 1 he ftate of being 
accuftomed to any thing. 

Right and left, as parts infervient unto the motive faculty, 
arc differenced by degrees from ufe and afuefathon , or accord- 
ing whereto the one grows ftrongcr. Brown's Vulgar Errours. 
Assu'etude. n.f. \aJfuetudo, Lat.] Accuftomance ; cuftom.^ 
W e fee that affuetude of things hurtful, doth make them lole 
the force to hurt. Bacon s Bat. Hifi. N b < . 

To ASSU'ME. v. a. [ ajfumo , Lat.] 

1 . To take. 

This when the various God had urg’d in vain. 

He ftrait a fum'd his native form again. Pope. 

2 . To take upon one’s felf. 

With ravifh’d ears. 

The monarch hears, 

Affumes the God, 

AtfeCts to nod. 

And feems to {hake the fpheres. Dryden s St. Cacilia. 

3. To arrogate ; to claim or feize unjuftly. 

This makes him over-forward in bufinefs, afuming in con- 
verfation, and peremptory in anfwers. Collier of Confidence. 

4. To fuppofe fomething granted without proof. 

In every hypothefis, fomething is allowed to be afumed. Boyle. 

5. To apply to one’s own ufe; to appropriate. 

His majefty might well afume the complaint and expreflion 
of king David. Clarendon , b. viii. 

Assu'meiL n.f. [from afume.] An arrogant man ; a man who 
claims more than his due. 

Can man be wife in any courfc, in which he is not fare too . 
But can thefe high afumers and pretenders to rcafon, prove 

themfelves fo ? . . 

Assuming, participial adj. [from afume.’] Arrogant; haughty. 
His haughty looks, and his afuming air, 

The fon of Ifis could no longer bear. Dryden. 

' ASSUMPSIT, n.f. [afumo, Lat.] A voluntary promife made 
bv word, whereby a man taketh upon him to perform or pay 
any tiling to another: It contains any verbal promife made 
upon confideration. awe ' 

Assumption, n.f. [ dfumptio , Lat.], 

1. The act of taking any tiling to one’s felf. , 

The perfonal defeent of God himfelf, and hts afumption of 
our fiefh to his divinity, more familiarly to infinuate his pleafure 
to us, was an enforcement beyond all methods of wifdom. 

Hammond's Fundamentals. 

2. The fuppofition, or act of fuppofingof any thing without far- 
ther proof. 
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Thefe by way of afumption , under the two general propofi- 
tions, are intrinfically and naturally good or bad. Norris, 

For the afumption , that Chrift did fuch miraculous and fa! 
pernatural works, to confirm what he faid, we need only repeat 
the mcllage fent by him to John the Baptift. Sauf b. 

3. The thing fuppofed ; a poftulate. 

Hold, fays the Stoick, your afumption' s wrong : 

I grant, true freedom you have well defin’d. Dr yd Pcrfiu;. 

4. The taking up any perfon into heaven, which is fuppofed by 
the Romifh church of the Bleffed Virgin. 

Upon the feaft of the afumption of the Bleffed Virgin, the 
pope and cardinals keep the velpers. Stillingft. on Rom. idolat. 

Had Adam done this after a certain period of years, he would 
have been rewarded with an afumption to eternal felicity. 

Wake's Preparation for Death 
Assu'mptive. adj. [afumptivus, Lat.] 1 hat may be affumed. 
Assu'rance. n.f [afurance, French.] 

1. Certain expectation. 

Though hope be, indeed, a lower and lefier thing than af- 
J'urance , yet, as to all the purpofes of a pious life, it may prove 
more ufeful. South, 

What encouragement can be given to goodnefs, beyond the 
hopes of heaven, and the afurance of an endlcfs felicity ? Tilk. 

2 . Secure confidence; truft. 

What man is he, that bo’fts of fleflily might. 

And vain afurance of mortality, 

Which all io foon as it doth come to fight 

Againft fpiritual foes, yields by and by. Fairy Queai , b. i. 

3. Freedom from doubt ; certain knowledge. 

I grant that proof from the authority of man’sjudgment, is 
not able to work that afurance , which doth grow by a itronger 
proof. Hooker, b. ii. 

’Tis far off. 

And rather like a dream, than an afurance 
That my remembrance warrants. Sbakefp. Temtejl. 

The obedient, and the man of practice, {hall outgrow all 
their doubts and ignorances, till perfuafion pafs into knowledge, 
and knowledge advance into afurance. South. 

Hath he found, in an evil courfe, that comfortable a fur an. 1 
of God’s favour, and good hopes of his future condition, which 
a religious life would have given him ? Tillotfm. 

4. Firmnefs; undoubting ftcadincfs. 

Men whofc confideration will relieve our modefty, and give 
us courage and afurance in the duties of our profefiion. Rogers. 

5. Confidence ; want of modefty ; exemption from awe or fear. 

My behaviour ill governed, gave you the firft comfort; my 
affeCtion ill hid, hath given you this laft afurance. Sidney. 

Converfation, when they come into the world, will add to 
their knowledge and afurance. Cocke. 

6. Ground of confidence ; fecurity given. 

The nature of defirc itfelf is no eafier to receive belief, than 
it is hard to ground belief ; for as defire is glad to embrace the 
firft {hew of comfort, fo is defirc defirous of perfcCt afurance . 

Sidney , b. ii. 

As the conqueft was but flight and fupcrficial, fo the pope’s 
donation to the Irifh fubmiflions were but weak and fickle aj- 
furanccs. Sir '[ • Davies on h eland. 

None of woman born 

Shall harm Macbeth. 

— Then live, Macduff, what need I fear of thee ? 

But yet I’ll make afurance double furc, 

And take a bond of fate ; Thou {halt not live. Shak. Mad. 

I muft confefs your offer is the beft ; 

And, let your father make her the afurance. 

She is your own, elfe you muft pardon me. 

If you fhould die before him, where’s her dower. 

Sbakefp. Taming of the Shrew . 

7. Spirit ; intrepidity. 

With all th’ afurance innocence can bring, 

Fearlefs without, becaufc fecurc within ; 

Arm’d with my courage, unconcern’d I fee 

This pomp, a fhame to you, a pride to me. Dryd. AwtHg. 

8. Sanguinity ; readinefs to hope. 

This is not the grace of hope, but a good natural a lf ra) ‘[. 
or confidence, which Ariftotle obferves young men to be lull 
of, and old men not fo inclined to. Hammond's Pratt, bat- 

9. Teftimony of credit. 

I am a gentleman of blood and breeding. 

And from fome knowledge and afurance of you. 

Offer this office. Sbakefp. King Lear- 

We have as great afurance that there is a God, as we cou 
cxpcCt to have, fuppoling that he were. Tillotfon, Preja.c. 

10. ConviCtion. 

Such an ajfurance of things as will make men care u 
a lefier danger, ought to awaken men to avoid a greater, n- ■ 


1 1 


... The fame with infurance. See Insurance. . . 

To Assu're. v. a. [afeurer, Fr. from afecurare, low Latin, j 

1 . To give confidence by a firm promife. , 

So when he had afured them with many words, mat 
would reftore them without hurt, according to the a_rce . 
they let him go for the faving of their brethren. 2 Ma.. * 
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«• T ” Hfa ,te liowry, VII •#" her °< 

fV^ttefurriva. nK, 

In all my lands and lea cs ^ Taming of the Shrew. 
th^nioft^w^ whofc C pi et y , '?^^J i ^ 

3 to exempt from doubt or fear; toconfer 

Jure our hearts before him. j 

S ' to me, called mo Dromio, Iwore I 

Assu'rf.d. participial ad], [from a Jure.] 

U C I.t» ^ r^rieoee, that Bint 
of a tree makes it profper. Bacon s Nat. Hif N 4 ** 

O. Certain ; not doubting. 

Young princes, clofe your hands, 

And your lips too ; for, I am well affured. 

That I did fo, when I was firft afur'd. Shak. King John. 

As when by night the glafs 
Of Galilaeo, lefs afur'd, obferves 

Imagin’d lands, and regions, in the moon. Pat . Lojl, b. . 

7 Immodeft; viciouffy confident. . . ,. ,, „ 

Assuredly, adv. [from afured.] Certainly; indubitably. 

They promis’d me eternal happinefs. 

And brought me garlands, Griffith, which I feel 
1 „„ no. worthy ye. to wear : 1 (hall <££ ^ ^ 

God is abfolutely good, and fo, apuredly, the caufeof all that 
is good ; but, of any thing that is evil, he is no caufeat all 
5 ’ 1 Raleigh s Hijl. of the World. 

Afwedly he will flop our liberty, till we reftore him hu wor- 

As^u'redness. n.f. [from afured.] The ftate of being affured j 
certainty. 

Assu'rer. n.f. [from afure.] 
i . He that gives affurance. 

?. He that gives fecurity to make good any lofs. 

To ASS W' AGE. See ASSUAGE. _ . 

A'sterjsk. n.f. [■•r/^!-*©-.] A mark in printing or writing, in 
form of a little liar; as *. , 

He alfo publiftied the tranflation of the Scptuagint by itfelf, 
having firft compared it with the Hebrew, and noted by ajle- 
risks what was defedlive, and by obelisks what was redundant. 

Grew s Co f mol. Sacra, b. iv. 

A'sterism. n.f. [aflerifmus, Lat.] 

1. A conftellation. 

Poetry had filled the (kies with aferifms , and hiftorics be- 
longing to them ; and then aftrology deviles the feigned virtues 
and~ influences of each. Bentley's Sermons. 

2. An afterifk, or mark. This is a very improper ufe. 

Dwell particularly on paflages with an ajlcrijin * ; for the 

obfervations which follow fuch a note, will give you a clear 
lfaht. Dryden' s Dufrefnoy. 

A'sthma. n.f. [ckkW.] A frequent, difficult, and {hort refpi- 
ration, joined with a hilling found and a cough, cfpecially in 
the night-time, and when the body is in a prone pofturc ; be- 
caufe then the contents of the lower belly bear fo againft the 
diaphragm, as to leffen the capacity of the bread, whereby the 
lungs have lefs room to move. Quincy. 

An ajlbma is the inflation of the membranes of the lungs, 
and of the membranes covering the mufdes of the thorax, but 
docs not continue long. Flayer on the Humours. 

Asthma'tical. I adj. [from ajlbma .] Troubled with an 
Asthma'tick. J afthma. 

In afhmatical perfons, we often fee, that though the lungs 
be very much fluffed with tough phlegm, yet the patient may 
live fome months, if not fome years. Boyle. 

After drinking, our horfes are mod ajlhmatick ; and, for a- 
voiding the watering of them, we v/ct their hay. 

Flayer on the Humours. 
Aste'rn. adv. [from a and fern.] In the hinder part of the 
fhip ; behind the {hip. 

The galley gives her fide, and turns her prow. 

While thole ajlcrn delccnding down the fteep. 

Thro’ gaping waves behold the boiling deep. Dryden. 

To Aste'rt. v.a. [a word ufed by Spenfer , as it feems, for 
Jlart, or fart/e.] To terrify 5 toftartlc; to fright. 

We deem of death, as doom of ill defert ; 

But knew we fools what it us brings until, 

1 lie would we daily, once it to expert ; 

^ No danger there the fhepherd can ajiert. Spenfer' s Paf. 
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AsToV.tr. wy. A word Ml In the vofion of dtf 

bible for ajtonijhed. lii. 14. 

Many were a/i anted at thee. . - , , 'p 

To ASTLFNISh/ v. a. [. fanner , Fr. from attomtus, LatJ j 
T contend with fome Bidden pnffion, as with tear or wonder, 

to amaze ; to furprife. 

It is the part of men to fear and tremble. 

When the moll mighty gods, by tokens, fend 

Such dreadful heralds to afontfi) us. f Shak. Julius Cajar. 

Afonijh'd at the voice, he flood amaz d, ^ 

And all around with inward horror gaz d. Add, fon s Uv,d. 

A "-emus univerfal as his theme, 

„ ; o f . Thomfin s Summer. 

taftt [front Of a nature to ex- 

re/—,. Fr.] Amazement, con- 

fufion of mind from fear or wonder. to 

We found, with no lefs wonder to us, than aflomjh . 
themfelves, that they were the two valiant and famous b - 

th< She efteemed this as much above his wifdom, as 

is beyond bare admiration. j . 

To Asto'und. v. a. [ ejlonner , hr.] 1 oaflonifh ; to con ou 
with fear or wonder. I his word is now fomewh.it o o c e. 
Thefe thoughts may ftartlc well, but not (found 

The virtuous 7 nind, that ever walks attended 

By a llrong Tiding champion, confcience. Parad, fe Regain. 
Astra'ddle. '"adv. [from a andy? raddle.] With one s legs a- 

crofs any thing. , , /f.' ' 

A'stracal. n.f. [dr.fya>&, the ankle, or ankle-bone.] A htt.e 
round member, in the form of a ring or bracelet, fervingas un 
ornament at the tops and bottoms of columns. Build. Diet. 

We fee none of that ordinary confufion, which is the rciult 
of quarter rounds of the afragal, and I know not how many 
other intermingled particulars. Spctlator, N ' 3 1 5. 

A'stRal. adj. [from a [hum, Lat.] Starry; relating to the ftars. 
Some af.ral forms I muft invoke by pray ’r. 

Fram'd all of pureft atoms of the air ; 

Not in their natures {imply good or ill ; 

But moft fubfervient to bad fpirits will. Dryd. Tyran. Love. 
Astray, adv. [from a and fray.] Out of the right way. 

May feem the wain was very evil led. 

When fuch an one had guiding of the way. 

That knew not, whether right he went, or elfe afray. F. Q. 
You run afray, for whillt wc talk of Ireland, you rip up the 
original of Scotland. Spenfer on Ireland. 

Like one that had been led afray 
Through the heav’n’s wide pathlefs way. Milt. II Pcnferofo. 
To ASTRI CT. v. a. [afringo, Lat.] To contrail by applica- 
tions, in oppofition to relax', a word not fo much ufed as con- 
Jlringe. 

The {olid parts were to be relaxed or afritled, as they let the 
humours pafs cither in too fmall or too great quantities. 

Arbuthnot on Aliments. 
Astri'ction. n.f, [afrinio, Lat.] The ait or power of con- 
trailing the p rts of the body by applications. 

AjlriP.ion is in a fubftance that hath a virtual cold ; and it 
worketh partly by the fame means that cold doth. Bacon. 

This virtue requireth an ajlritlion , but fuch an afrittion as is 
not grateful to the body ; for a plcafing afrittion doth rather 
bind in the nerves than expel them : and therefore fuch af Fic- 
tion is found in things of a harih tafte. Bacon's Nat. Hifory. 

Such lenitive fubftances are proper for dry atrabilarian con- 
ftitutions, who arc fubjeit to afrittion of the belly and the piles. 

Arbuthnot on Diet. 

Astri'ctive. adj. [from afriti.] Stiptick; of a binding qua- 
lity. Difl. 

Astri'ctory. adj. [ afritlorius , Lat.] Aftringent; apt to 
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bind. 
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Astri'de. adv. [from a and ftride.] With the legs open. 

To lay their native arms afide. 

Their modefty, and ride afride. Hudibras. 

I faw a place, where the Rhone is fo flraitened between two 
rocks, that a man may {land afride upon both at once. Boyles 

AstRi ferous. adj. \afrifer, Lat.] Bearing, or having ftars. D. 

Astri'cerous. adj. [ajlriger, Lat.] Adorned with ftars. Ditl. 

To ASTRI'NGE. v. a. \afringo, Lat.] To prefs by contrac- 
tion ; to make the parts draw together. 

Tears are can fed by a contraction of the fpirits of the brain ; 
which contraction, by confequencc, afringeth the moifture of 
the brain, and thereby fendeth tears into the eyes. Bacon. 

Astri'ngency. n.f. [from afringe.] The power of contrac- 
ting the parts of the body; oppofed to the power of relaxa- 
tion. 

AftriCtion prohibiteth diffolut’oT, as, in medicines, aftrin- 
pents inhibit putrefadtion : and, 1 y afringency, fome fmall quan- 
tity of cil of vitriol will keep frefii water long from putrefying. 

Bacon's Natural Hifory, N J ^42. 

Acid, acrid, nuftcre, and bitter fubftances, by their afrin- 
gency, create horrour, that is, ftimulate the fibres. Arbuthnot. 

Astringent, adj. [afringens, Lat.] Binding; con trading; 
oppofed to laxative. 

2 I Afringent 
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